Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.057; wR factor = 0.141; data-to-parameter ratio = 19.8.
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Symmetry codes: (i) x þ 1; y; z; (ii) Àx; Ày þ 1; Àz þ 1.
Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 2000) ; cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2000) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: ORTEPIII (Burnett & Johnson, 1996) , ORTEP-3 for Windows (Farrugia, 1997) and PLATON (Spek, 2009) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) , PARST (Nardelli, 1995) and PLATON. 
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Comment
The title compound, I, is a methyl ester derivative of beta-alanine thiourea analogous to our previous reported, methyl-2-(3-benzoylthioureido)acetate, II (Hassan et al. 2009 ).
The molecule maintains the same cis-trans conformation with respect to the positions of the methyl propanoate and benzoyl groups, relative to the S atom across the C-N bonds (Fig 1) , respectively. The phenyl group, [C1/C2/C3/C4/C5/C6], and the methyl propanoate fragment, [O2/O3/C10/C11/C12], are essentially planar and the dihedral angle between them is 82.28 (11)°. The bond lengths (Allen et al., 1987) There is one intramolecular hydrogen bonds, N2-H2A···O1 (Table 1) forming a pseudo-six-membered ring (N2/H2A/ O1/C7/N1/C8). The intermolecular N1-H1A···O2, C1-H1B···O2 and C9-H9A···O1 hydrogen bonds, (Table 1) , link the molecules into a chain parallel to the a axis (Fig 2) .
Experimental
The title compound was synthesized according to a previously reported compound (Hassan et al., 2008a) . A yellowish crystal, suitable for X-ray crystallography, was obtained by a slow evaporation from CH 2 Cl 2 solution at room temperature (yield 79%).
Refinement
H atoms of both C and N atoms were positioned geometrically and allowed to ride on their parent atoms, with U iso = 1.2U eq (C) for aromatic 0.93 Å, U iso = 1.2U eq (C) for CH 2 0.97 Å, U iso = 1.5U eq (C) for CH 3 0.96 Å, U iso = 1.2U eq (N) for N-H 0.86 Å. Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of (I), with the atom labeling scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 50% probability level. Hydrogen bond is shown as dashed line and H atoms are represented as small spheres of arbitrary radii. 
